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shell which happened to burst in the vicinity of the stokers'
mess deck and bath room at 4 a.m. when all the stokers who
had the middle watch were washing before turning in.
She had 24 killed and 36 wounded. The trawlers only had
nine casualties, five killed and four wounded, including one
volunteer officer killed and one wounded. The trawlers
and picket boats really had charmed lives. They were all
drenched by spray from shells and had innumerable hits.
Four trawlers and one picket boat were put out of action,
but none "sank. It was a gallant enterprise/*

I concluded my record of our attempt to clear the minefield
by night thus:

"We had hoped to knock out the searchlights and
sweep more or less unmolested in darkness, but an
enormous volume of fire from battleships, cruisers and
destroyers had failed to make any appreciable impression
on the searchlights, so we must now sweep by day under
cover of the Fleet.

I have had a very busy time and spent the night of the
9th in the Inflexible, loth in the Canopus, nth in the
Vengeance*, I2th in the Queen Elizabeth, 13th in the Blenheim',
and 14th in the Queen Elizabeth again.

My poor Admiral is very seedy, which is most
unfortunate. ..."

During the nights of i4th, i5th, i6th and zyth the trawlers
were engaged in sweeping the area in which the ships would
manoeuvre while covering the attack on the Kephez minefield.
No further bombardments were carried out, but the ships were
completed with fuel and ammunition, and every preparation
was made for the onskught on the forts and minefield at the
Narrows, which we hoped to deliver on iyth or i8th March.

On the i4th March the following telegram was received from
the First Lord of the Admiralty to Admiral Garden:

105. "Your 203 gives the impression of your being
brought to a standstill both by night and day during i2th
and makes me anxious to receive your reply with reference
to Admiralty message No. 101. I do not understand why
minesweepers should be interfered with by firing which
causes BO casualties, Two or three hundred casualties